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DESTINATION CHILE
Full country name: Republic of Chile
Area: 748,800 sq km
Population: 17 million app.
Capital City: Santiago (pop approx 7 
million)
People: 95% European descent and 
others, 5% all native
Official Language: Spanish. Others: 
Mapudungun, Rapa Nui dialect, 
Aymara dialect, among others.
Religion: 60% Roman Catholic, 39% 
Protestant, less than 1% Jewish
Type of Government: Democratic 
Republic  

Traveller Facts
Visas: Citizens of the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and most Western 
European countries do not require a visa although. A 90-day entry permit, 
renewable for another 90 days, must be obtained on entering the country.
TimeZone: GMT/UTC -4
Dialling Code: 56
Electricity: 220V, 50Hz
Weights & Measures: Metric system 



CULTURE
Chile's European heritage is pervasive, meaning that Western travellers 
here are less conspicuous than in neighbouring Peru and Bolivia. For 
centuries, the Paris education of many Chilean intellectuals influenced the 
country's art, music and architecture. Important art galleries, museums 
and a thriving theatre are the result. The country's art, literature and 
music have been influential internationally. Chile has spawned the Nobel 
Prize-winning poets Gabriela Mistral and Pablo Neruda and, until the 
military coup of 1973, its cinema was among the most experimental in 
Latin America. Folk music has been an especially important outlet for the 
country's oppressed, and was frequently performed overseas by exiles 
during the Pinochet's dictatorship regime.

Over 60% of the population is Roman Catholic, though evangelic 
Protestantism is becoming increasingly popular. The country's Catholic 
architecture is impressive and ubiquitous, from grandiose colonial 
churches to roadside shrines, some of which are extraordinary 
manifestations of folk art. Spanish is Chile's official language though a 
handful of native dialects are still spoken. In the north, there are more 
than 20,000 speakers of Aymara, and in the south there are perhaps half 
a million speakers of Mapudungun, the language of the original Araucano 
inhabitants. The most intriguing linguistic minority is the 2000-plus 
speakers of Pascuense, the Polynesian language of most of Easter 
Island's population.

Chile's cuisine reflects the country's topographical variety, and features 
seafood, beef, fresh fruit and vegetables. Empanadas are large turnover 
snacks with a variety of fillings; humitas are relatively similar to corn 
tamales; and there are a variety of potato and flour-based breads. Chile's 
biggest standard meal is lomo a lo pobre - an enormous slab of beef 
topped with two fried eggs and buried in fried potatoes. The parillada, 
which will appall vegetarians and heart specialists, is a mixed grill 
including such delicacies as intestines, udders and blood sausages. 
Curanto, one of the nation's finest dishes, is an all-encompassing, hearty 
stew of fish, shellfish, chicken, pork, lamb, beef, and lard-potato patties, 
traditionally steamed in a hole dug in the ground, paved with stones and 
covered with leaves. 





ENVIRONMENT 
Covering the left-hand side of South America's 
tapering tail, Chile's lean strip has been described 
by Chilean author Benjamín Subercaseaux as an 
“extravaganza of crazy geography”. It extends 
some 4300km (2666miles) from the desert north 
to the glacial south, is enclosed within the Pacific 
Ocean on the West and the Andean range on the 
East. Chile shares most of its extensive eastern 
border with Argentina, and with Peru and Bolivia 
in the north. Rarely extending beyond 200km 
(124miles) in width, Chile makes up for 
longitudinal mincing by rising rapidly from sea 
level to 6000m (19,680ft) while the country's 
latitudinal extremes give it a formidable array of 
landscapes. Snow-capped volcanoes plunge to 
river canyons; the Great North, where some 
weather stations have never recorded rainfall, is 
counterpoint to storm and snow-prone Patagonia; 
and Chile's razored and sculpted coastline has 
endowed it with beaches and bays perfect for 
fishing and swimming.

Chile also lays claim to the offshore territories of 
Easter Island (3700km/2300miles west), Juan 
Fernández (700km/434miles west) and half of the 
southern island of Tierra del Fuego (which it 
shares with Argentina).

This variety of habitats supports distinctive flora 
and fauna, which are protected by an extensive 
system of national parks - one of the country's 
major attractions for visitors. In the parks, 
animals such as the endangered vicuña (a wild 
relative of the alpaca), the Patagonian guanaco 
(a wild relative of the Andean llama), flamingos, 
pelicans, penguins, otters and sea lions add to 
the food chain. Chile boasts araucaria (the 
monkey-puzzle tree), cypress and rare alerce 
trees (similar to the giant redwoods of California) 
in its native woods. Outside protected areas, 
extensive logging denudes the landscape at an 
alarming and increasing rate.

Chile's climate is as varied as its terrain, with 
arid but surprisingly temperate areas in the 
n o r t h , a h e a r t l a n d w h i c h e n j o y s a 
Mediterranean climate, and the wind, rain and 
snow-battered lands of Chilean Patagonia and 
Tierra del Fuego in the south. The rainy season 
in the heartland is from May to August when 
temperatures are cooler, getting down to an 
average maximum temperature of 5°C (40°F) in 
July/August. January's average is 29°C (83°F). 
Chilean Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego have 
summer averages of just 9°C (50°F) but if you 
think that's manageable, muff up and get ready 
for the wind chill.





OUR ORGANIZATION AND GOALS 

We look forward to hearing from you to provide you with 
detailed information. We are sure that it is this type of contact 

that helps to preserve worldwide peace and understanding.

InsideChile is a non-profit educational institution promoting global friendship 
through cultural exchange. We focus on high school students 14-18 years old, 
with friendly personalities, interested in cultural understanding, who come to 
Chile to attend high school classes in a local private high school, participating 
in all the school activities, test and examinations mandatory for Chilean 
students, for periods of one term to one Chilean academic calendar year. 
 
This exchange program is a unique experience, rich in cultural and personal 
achievement that will impact on the student´s approach to life, while 
providing him/her with a personal outlook open to diversity and 
understanding. 
 
InsideChile provides accommodation with selected Chilean host families, that 
open their homes to host foreign students at no charge, incorporating them to 
their normal day to day activities and acting as parents throughout their stay.
 
The selected applicants must be of good academic standing and demonstrate 
a genuine desire to promote world understanding through their cultural 
exchange. InsideChile provides orientation to program participants both prior 
to student departure and upon their arrival in Chile. Applicants are carefully 
selected through personals interviews, their teachers recommendations, 
maturity and their ability to represent their home country as an informal 
cultural ambassador.
 
The InsideChile Exchange Program experience dates since 1984, with hundred 
of students traveling to different countries to meet their counterparts and 
establish contacts that last in many instances, throughout a lifetime.
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SCHOOL 
SYSTEM 
IN CHILE 



THE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN CHILE 
Preliminary education: 
Duration of compulsory education: 
Age of entry: 5 / Age of exit: 18

Structure of school system: 
Preschoolers attend day schools from infant day care until age 6. Though not 
compulsory, 97% of children attend “Jardines Infantiles”prior to entering basic schooling.

Basic 
Type of school providing this education: Educación Básica 
Length of program in years: 8 
Age level from: 6 to: 14 
Certificate/diploma awarded: Primary School Leaving Certificate 

Academic Secondary 
Type of school providing this education: Liceo 
Length of program in years: 4 
Age level from: 14 to: 18 
Certificate/diploma awarded: Licencia de Educación Media (LEM) 

Technical Secondary 
Type of school providing this education: Técnico-Profesional 
Length of program in years: 4 
Age level from: 14 to: 18 
Certificate/diploma awarded: Licencia de Educación Media (LEM); Técnico Medio 

School education: 

General basic education (EGB) is compulsory and lasts for eight years, divided into two 

cycles of four years each. Secondary education (Educación Media) lasts for four years. 

Students choose to specialize either in humanistic-scientific education (EMHC) or technical-

professional education (EMTP). The humanistic-scientific branch, offered at liceos, is 

mandatory to continue higher studies. Students are then awarded the Licencia de 

Educación Media. Technical-professional education offers a two-year common course and 

two years of specialization divided into five branches: industrial, technical, agricultural, 

commercial and maritime. Students who successfully complete their secondary education 

obtain the Licencia de Educación Media or the title of Técnico de Nivel Medio. In addition, 

prior to apply to a university, they must pass Prueba de Selección Universitaria (PSU).

Grading System

Usual grading system in secondary school and by higher education institutions:

Full Description: 1-7:   6-7: muy bueno (very good); 5-5.9: bueno (good); 4-4.9: (fair)



Grading System

Usual grading system in 

secondary school and by 

h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 

institutions:

Full Description: 1-7:   

6-7: muy bueno (very 

good) ; 5 -5 .9 : bueno 

(good); 4-4.9: (fair)

Highest on scale: 7 

Pass/fail level: 4 

Lowest on scale: 1



InsideChile believes that understanding is base on people, knowing their ways of life, history and idiosincracy. 
Although we are aware that these express in different ways unity is linked to diversity.

We offer you the opportunity of an unforgettable experience living experience living in other country with a 
host family and attending school as another member of the host community. 
Get people abroad to know the life, culture and values of our country and youth.

OUR
STUDENTS 



OUR INBOUND PROGRAM
InsideChile is a non-profit educational organization 
promoting global friendship through cultural Exchange. We 
focus on high school students 14 – 18 

One Semester Program (OSP)  High School Students:

This Program is designed for high school students wishing to 
participate in a semester whether the first or second term in 
Chile. Duration is one academic semester, that is 4 to 5 
months. 

Short Term Program in Chile (Individual or Groups):

This program is designed for those students from 13 to 18 
years old who wish to experience a short stay in Chile. 
Duration is from 3 to 12 weeks.

Academic School Year Program (AYP) 
 High School Students:

This Program has been designed for students presently in 
high school who wish the experience a school year in Chile. 
Lenght of Program is one academic year (10 to 11 months).



All InsideChile students attend school during their Exchange program stay, 

helping them to become part of their host communities and providing them with 

the opportunity to know and participate directly, with different cultures and ways 

of life.

Global education allows the individual to increase understanding and acceptance 

of diversity as a constructive fact and to value the relations between people of 

different cultures as a positive thing.  The students learn to communicate with 

their peers through communication and increase their sensibility towards less 

apparent aspects of the customs and traditions of different countries.

Over 300 Chilean students travel abroad each year and almost around 200 

foreign students come to Chile to participate of our culture and ways of life.  An 

important number of these students are hosted by InsideChile and develop 

lifelong ties with their host families and local friends.  In many instances their 

parents visit Chile on vacations later on, and many of the host family members 

travel and are hosted by the foreign students family.

Our schools are carefully selected based in their attitude towards global 

understanding, their promotion of values and cooperation, their academic 

objectives, teacher attitude and their relationship with students families.

OUR
HOST 
SCHOOLS



Our host families open their homes to you free of charge, and there are 
ready to welcome you as another member of their family.  They are most 
carefully chosen among information provided by the schools, the students 
and mostly, word-of-mouth recommendation applicants.  

Host families participants in our Program, believe strongly in this cultural 
exchange and that is why they open their homes, incorporate you into their 
family and introduce you to their extended families and friends. 

We do our best to try to place you with a family that meets your own family 
profile, for example, like or dislike of pets, other siblings, large or small 
families, an interest in sports, music, etc.

The host family expects you to speak Spanish and they will help you to 
learn the  basics of everyday language. Do not be afraid of making 
mistakes; the only way to learn a language is to practice, practice, 
practice!!  Before you realize it, you will be speaking Chilean like a native!!  

InsideChile history shows that the experience of becoming a member of our 
families develops very strong ties between all involved and most students 
return to Chile later on for their vacations; in many instances the host 
family members travel to the student’s home country and both families 
keep constantly  in touch.  We also have had biological parents traveling to 
Chile and being welcomed at the host family home during their stay, a fact 
that speaks most favorably of our careful selection process.

OUR HOST FAMILIES



So, are you ready?
To live a lifetime experiencie...



Carlos Antúnez 2025, Oficina 301. Providencia, 
Santiago, Chile.

info@insidechile.org - www.insidechile.org
(56 2) 27373178


